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	Forensic Science


	
	Type


	Semester
	ECTS
	Code

	
	ELECTIVE (E)
	1
	4
	CLP-E-01-006

	Course Lecturer
	Asssociate Professor Dr.Behar Selimi 

	Course Assistant
	

	Course Tutor
	

	Aims and Objectives
	This master's level course delves into the interdisciplinary field of forensic science within the context of criminal law. Students will explore the principles, methodologies, and applications of forensic science in criminal investigations and legal proceedings. This syllabus aims to provide master's level students with a comprehensive understanding of forensic science and its applications in criminal law. It incorporates theoretical knowledge, practical skills development, and critical analysis to prepare students for roles where forensic science intersects with the criminal justice system. Aims and objectives:
1. To provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the principles, methodologies, and disciplines within forensic science as they relate to criminal law.

2. To foster critical thinking skills, enabling students to critically evaluate the reliability, limitations, and admissibility of forensic evidence in the context of criminal law proceedings. 
3. To plan and carry out a research project in the field of forensic medicine 
The aims and objectives are aligned with the learning outcomes, ensuring that the course provides a focused and structured approach to achieve the desired knowledge, skills, and attitudes in the field of forensic science in the context of criminal law at the master's level.

	Learning Outcomes
	Upon successful completion of the course, students should be able to:

1. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the foundational principles, techniques, and disciplines within forensic science as they relate to criminal law. (PLO 1);
2. Critically evaluate the reliability, limitations, and admissibility of forensic evidence in the context of criminal law proceedings. (PLO 4). 
3. Understand and apply ethical considerations in the practice of forensic science, emphasizing integrity, objectivity, and the responsible use of scientific evidence. (PLO 10). 

	Course Content
	Course Plan
	Week

	
	Introduction to Forensic Science in Criminal Law
	1

	
	Historical development and key milestones
	2

	
	Overview of forensic disciplines: DNA analysis, forensic pathology, forensic anthropology, forensic toxicology, etc.
	3

	
	Interdisciplinary nature of forensic investigations
	4

	
	Best practices in evidence collection
	5

	
	Preservation methods to maintain evidentiary integrity 
	6

	
	DNA profiling and analysis: Trace evidence examination: fibers, hair, and soil analysis
	7

	
	Study visit to the Institute of Forensics in Kosovo
	8

	
	Examination of firearms, bullets, and toolmarks: Linking weapons to crime scenes
	9

	
	Role of forensic pathologists in criminal investigations
	10

	
	Anthropological methods in identifying human remains
	11

	
	Criteria for evaluating the reliability of forensic evidence
	12

	
	Ethical challenges in forensic science
	13

	
	Emerging trends and technologies in forensic investigations
	14

	
	Presentation of the research paper
	15

	Teaching/Learning Methods
	Teaching/Learning Activity
	Weight (%)

	
	1. Lectures (CLO 1,2,3)
	30%

	
	2. Exercises (CLO 1, 2, 3)
	15%

	
	3. Research paper on a specific forensic science topic (CLO 3)
4. Study visits (CLO 1,2)
	22%
7%

	
	5. Practical exercises in evidence collection and analysis (CLO 1, 2)
6. Case study (CLO 1,2,3). 
7. Video documentary
	7%

15%
4%



	Assessment Methods
	Assessment Activity
	Number
	Week
	Weight (%)

	
	1. Research paper on a specific forensic science topic (CLO 3)
2. 
	1
	15
	40 %

	
	3. Case study (CLO 1,2, 3)
	1
	15
	32.5%


	
	4. Attendance (CLO 1,2,3)
	15
	1-15 
	10 %


	
	5. Study visits (CLO 2)
	1
	8
	7.5 %

	
	6. Practical exercises in evidence collection and analysis (CLO 2)
	1
	15
	10 %

	
	
	
	
	

	Course resources
	Resources
	Number

	
	1. Lectures
	1

	
	2. E-research with library
	1

	
	3. Case studies
	1

	
	4. Projector
	1

	ECTS Workload
	Activity
	Weekly hrs
	Total workload

	
	· Lectures
	3
	26

	
	· Exercises
	1
	14

	
	· Independent study
	1
	10

	
	· Research paper on a specific forensic science topic 

· 
	2
	25

	
	· Study visits
	1
	10

	
	· Case study 
	1
	15
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